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By Mace Blank
Below is a quick overview of each city, based 

on information provided by the mayors.

St. Louis
Mayor: Garrett Holte
City’s attributes: Almost 

half are in House of 
Representatives

City’s struggles: cleanli-
ness, formality

Mayor’s word for city: 
“energetic” 

New York
Mayor: Logan Berg
City’s attributes: sports
City’s struggles: inappro-

priate laughing during 
formal situations

Mayor’s word for city: 
“family” 
 

Seattle
Mayor: Devon Wolff
City’s attributes: works 

well as team
City’s struggles: being on 

time
Mayor’s word for city: 

“trustworthy” 
 

Chicago
Mayor: Nathan 

Symington
City’s attributes: plan-

ning ahead and coming 
up with ideas

City’s struggles: over-
looks smaller issues on 
room inspection

Mayor’s word for city: 
“awesome”

Portland
Mayor: Nigel Schmitz
City’s attributes: hold a 

lot of offices
City’s struggles: room 

inspections
Mayor’s word for city: 

“motivated” 
 

Denver
Mayor: Jared Weinland
City’s attributes: hard 

workers
City’s struggles: getting 

out of bed early
Mayor’s word for city: 

“goofy” 
 

Honolulu
Mayor: Scott Lefor
City’s attributes: good 

sense of humor
City’s struggles: none!
Mayor’s word for city: 

“paradise” 
 
 

Baltimore
Mayor: Mitchel Lacher
City’s attributes: good 

communication
City’s struggles: getting 

things done
Mayor’s word for city: 

“together”

St. Louis Mayor 
Garrett Holte

New York Mayor 
Logan Berg

Seattle Mayor 
Devon Wolff

Chicago Mayor 
Nathan Symington

Portland Mayor 
Nigel Schmitz

Denver Mayor 
Jared Weinland

Honolulu Mayor 
Scott Lefor

Baltimore Mayor 
Mitchel Lacher

Mayors comment on cities Askvig to play Ball
By Kenneth Jahnke

Thursday evening is the Governor’s Ball, 
which honors Dave Stebbins.

It will be held in the downstairs of the 
Student Center in “the Alley.”

The ball begins at 8:30 p.m. and lasts until 
11:30 p.m.

It is a formal event, so all delegates should 
look their best if they are planning to attend.

The theme is of the ball is Bavarian folk 
music, which is an upbeat, melodic dance-style 
music relative to folk music and polka.

The band playing at the ball is the “Askvig 
Alternative Singers” from Strasburg, N.D.

They play both modern and classical folk, 
and country.

Decorations include the standard balloons 
and streamers, and there is talk of an ice sculp-
ture as well.

Concessions will be served throughout the 
evening.

Dean of Counselors Randy Halverson 
requests that everyone follows the basic rules 
that were laid out for them. These include 
show respect to staff and the facility; respect 
the boundaries; no alcohol, no tobacco, no 
weapons; and absolutely no vehicles.

What is the most exciting part of the ball? 
The girls!

You may invite a girl to attend. Treat the 
ladies with utmost respect. Be gentlemen.

How the dance will work is that the girls 
will be on one side of the room, the guys on the 
other.

You and your lady friend will be assigned 
a number. When your number is announced, 
you and your lady friend will go on the floor to 
dance a few songs.

In case there are any guys with ideas of 
sneaking off with their lady friend for certain 
reasons, you better pray you have enough luck 
to pull it off.

Staff Counselor Carson Hinrichs will be lead-
ing hanky-panky patrol. He takes this job very 
seriously.

There will be counselors and staff patrolling 
EVERY part of campus.

The state patrol will also be patrolling the 
designated borders and parts of campus.

Most will be armed with heavy duty flash 
lights that can easily penetrate through vegeta-
tion, and they are very effective in dark cor-
ners.

Although certain types of “fun” are prohib-
ited, there is no reason this ball should not be 
awesome.
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Baltimore
By Taylor Ptacek

From the bad ass city of Baltimore, we hope 
you are having a stupendous time at Boys 
State.

Tuesday was an exciting day and we are 
looking forward to watching young Mr. Mauch 
at the baseball game today.

The days are getting longer and longer as 
we have been preparing for the competition 
by a morning jog at 5 a.m.

We hope that today is as eventful as yester-
day, and we are looking forward to the oppo-
site sex today at the game.

Love, B.A. Baltimore

Chicago
By Eric Socwell

As the third day ends, we are so pumped!
With our awesome theme of counselor 

appreciation and the humorous pictures 
(feel free to come up and see them), the city 
of Chicago will be well represented in both 
House and Senate.

Perhaps someone made a bill to turn off the 
air conditioner?

Denver
By Daniel Nygaard

Tuesday in Denver was jam packed with 
sports action and election fun.

We had a total of four candidates for state 
office. Two Federalists: David Karaz, Lt. 
Governor and Jason Jallo, Commissioner of 
Ag. and two Nationalists: George Niemi, 
Governor candidate and Daniel Nygaard, 
Secretary of State.

Well, you all know the results of that elec-
tion.

Sports wise, we were definitely on a field of 
victory with our ultimate frisbee team domi-
nating their game, our football team winning 
in overtime, and our billiards doubles team, 
consisting of Nicholas Morrison and Tim 
Little, won their match.

We hope to have more prosperity in the 
field of war that is the semi-finals.

Honolulu
By Mason Beier

In Honolulu yesterday was Tata Tuesday. 
The Tribe sent little clans of 5 to compete 
against other tribes in football, billiards, 
ultimate frisbee, and basketball. Football, bil-
liards, and ultimate frisbee were all victori-
ous.

Scott Lefor, Chief of the hut, informed us on 
the hot spring water shortage. Afterwards, 
he went back to his hut to grab his board to 
catch some righteous waves.

Witch Doctor Adam Jorde woke up with an 
overgrowth of shrubs and palm trees block-
ing him from his hut. The city has an abun-
dance of punked out vegetarians.

New York
By Erik Collins

The city of New York has been dominate 
lately. Besides having three state officials, 
including Governor Dave Stebbins, we now 
have two minority whips, Dan the man 
Tippins and Nathan “Waxman” Kinneberg.

We’ve been dominating in sports, too. We 
won four of our five sports yesterday and 
plan on winning the championships.

The lunch ladies are going to love our sing-
ing, too. We have some of the best voices and 
the best song. Shawn is the greatest 300 lb. 
soprano I have ever seen. 

Portland
By Dylan Hovind

The city of Portland is doing “a-ok”. 
Yesterday, we started off the morning by 
getting confused and heading to the wrong 
meeting spot.

Our counselor was not too impressed, but it 
was kind of funny.

After breakfast, the Nationalists and 
Federalists faced off for state positions. It 
was quite clear that the Federalist candidates 
wanted to win bad.

After that, we voted for who was going to 
be governor and everything else.

We later played sports and had our free 
time.

Later on, we attended Legion night and lis-
tened to speeches. Governor Hoeven had two 

stories he told us that were quite funny. After 
that, it was about time we called it a night.

The city of Portland congratulated Dave 
Stebbins on being voted North Dakota Boys 
State Governor.

Seattle
By Leonard Lange

The men’s morale remains low due to the 
cross-country treks, lack of tv’s, and isolation-
ism.

Although, increased sightings of the oppo-
site sex have been reported and the pros-
pects of the Governors Ball approaching has 
sparked some interest.

There have also been reports of UFO sight-
ings outside the windows in the form of 
strobe lights.

St. Louis
By Josh Melom

Another day has come in the city of 
St.Louis.

The gateway is still a bit chilly but daily 
temperatures have been rising little by little.

St. Louis, a city of Hamilton had Senators 
Josh Melom (F), Austin Langley (F), and Scott 
Nash (N) in the 67th North Dakota Boys 
State Legislative session.

St. Louis’ House of Representative mem-
bers Brandon Friez (F), Chris Mackey (F), 
Spencer Rea (F), Dennis Bergren (N), Eric 
Christianson (N), Matt Hochhalter (N), 
Thomas Seaver (N), and Zach Wellman (N) 
were involved in the decisions and writing of 
bills in the Representative’s session.

This city was involved with many assem-
blies and other events throughout the day.

Mayor Garrett Holte took charge of the city 
and things are off to a great start for his term.

Mayor Holte is also in the semi-finals for 
singles billiards today. Good luck Mayor 
Holte!

We are St. Louis!

~ News from the Cities ~
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By Keaton Bergstrom
Yesterday was, in David Karaz’s 

opinion, a successful day for him 
and his fellow Federalist running 
mates. 

“It feels really great to be the 
2009 North Dakota Boys State lieu-
tenant governor-elect. It was a very 
tough and enjoyable election,” said 
Karaz after hearing the results of 
the 2009 North Dakota Boys State 
elections.

When asked about how he felt 
the election went in general for the 
Federalist Party, Karaz enthusiasti-
cally responded that the Federalist 
Party did very well because of 
great teamwork.

Karaz expects to assist Dave 
Stebbins in as many ways as he 
can and he wants to be a good 
example of leadership for the rest 
of the delegates at 2009 North 
Dakota Boys State.

Karaz believes thus far the elec-
tion focuses have been on national 
topics, but he thinks that in the 

next few days more localized top-
ics will be focused upon. 

He also believes that the 
Federalist Party did well in the 
election because they worked hard 
and formed a strong bond through 
the campaign process. 

“Leadership is something that 
I’m very passionate about, and I 
look forward to this wonderful 
opportunity,” he said.  

House and 
Senate  
prepares  
to function
By Mace Blank

The members of the 2009 North 
Dakota Boys State legislature have 
now been elected.

To be selected to serve either the 
House of Representatives or the 
Senate for Boys State an individual 
must receive nominations from the 
members of his county. The nomi-
nees are then voted on.

Each county this year has six 
senators and 11 representatives, 
for a total of 24 senators and 44 
representatives.

Once the delegates were select-
ed to serve in the House or the 
Senate, they were split up into 
smaller groups called committees, 
and a chairman was selected for 
each committee.

As each Boys State delegate 
was required to write an idea for 
a bill upon coming to Boys State, 
the purpose of the committees 
is to look through the ideas and 
select the ones that would have the 
best chance of making a positive 
impact on the state.

One such bill was the idea 
about putting slaughterhouses 
up around the state to control the 
horse population. Bills such as this 
may be important to certain indi-
viduals. 

Another controversial bill 
introduced to the legislature 
was the legalization of mari-
juana. Yesterday, the House of 
Representatives decided to pass 
this bill.

The first session of the Boys 
State legislature went well overall; 
“we’re still learning how the pro-
cess works but we’re off to a good 
start,” said Speaker of the House 
David Reimers (F-Portland), 
Jamestown, and “things are 
running pretty smoothly” said 
President pro tem Karl Holm 
(F-Portland),Cavalier.

By John Sears
Federalist chairman, Scott Lefor 

(F-Honolulu), Dickinson, is expect-
ing bills in the Boys State Legislature 
that are similar to issues discussed 
at the gubernatorial debate Monday 
evening, and also issues he felt would 
be relevant to both North Dakota and 
Boys State legislatures. This could 
include bills pertaining to alternate 
forms of energy and agriculture.

Lefor anticipates seeing bills that 
not only support studying and find-
ing alternate and/or renewable energy 
sources, but also support the continu-
ation of drilling for oil, coal, and natu-
ral gases in the state.

The chairman believes that bills 
concerning the lowering of taxes 
should be brought to the notice of 
Boys State and North Dakota legisla-
tors, for the reason that entrepreneurs 
will have more reason to start busi-
nesses in North Dakota, thus, bringing 

people into the state and creating jobs. 
In addition, the younger population 
will be more likely to stay in the state, 
ultimately stimulating North Dakota’s 
economy.

Nationalist 
chair pushes 
involvement
By Jesse Plambeck

Nationalist Chairman Tyler 
Erickson’s plan in the state legis-
lature will be to make sure that 
everyone does well and that every-
one helps everyone.

His philosophy to run a suc-
cessful government means that he 
wants to ensure that everyone has 
a role and that everyone’s input 
matters.

He suspects that the most 
important part of being in the state 
legislature is that the decisions 
made need to be good decisions, 
and that the bills being passed 
need to be legit bills, not just a 
bunch of bologna.

Erickson hopes his goals will be 
reached by taking time to make 
the right decisions; making wise 
thought-out decisions; and mak-
ing decisions that have a chance at 
passing through the state legisla-
ture.

Along with other members of 
the Nationalist party, Erickson 
thinks that the Nationalists have 
an edge over the Federalists in the 
state legislature.

The Federalists control 7 of 8 
state positions, including the most 
acclaimed position of all: the gov-
ernor. 

However, Erickson’s point is 
that unless the House and Senate 
pass a bill the governor won’t be 
able to pass the law.

This is Erickson’s reasoning 
behind how the Nationalist party 
has an edge over the Federalists.

Lieutenant Governor David Karaz

Karaz optimistic about 
Federalist opportunities

Federalist Chairman Scott Lefor

Lefor looking to legislative action




