











Smette reflects on year as governor

By Kenneth Jahnke

In his address to officially
open the 67th North Dakota Boys
State, Mitchell Smette, Boys State
Governor of 2008, said that we will
never have another experience like
this one.

Many of us would not truly know
what he meant unless his story was
told to us.

Mitchell was just like one of you
who came to Boys State not know-
ing anyone. But that didn’t stop him
from running for the highest office.

He nervously ran for the office of
Governor. At his caucus he asked
his friend to nominate him. Mitchell
surprised his friend by winning the
caucus.

Mitchell then tackled the chal-
lenge of running for the Nationalist
nomination for Governor. He
remembers the competition being
stiff, but fun.

He was the last to speak at the
convention.

He stated that he was not the can-
didate with the most experience, but
would do his absolute best to carry
out his duties.

Apparently the best was saved
for last, for Mitchell had won the
Nationalist nomination.

At the debate, he faced a lot of
tough questions, some of which he
didn’t really know how to answer.

His strategy was to simply be
himself and answer questions based
on his values and opinions.

Gradually, throughout the debate,
Mitch gained favor over his com-
petitor through honest and truthful
question answering. He says it was
one of the proudest moments of his
life to be elected Governor.

Perhaps it seems that Mitchell
won the election without breaking a
sweat. He will tell you otherwise.

He remembers that breakfast on
Monday was the last wholesome
meal during the election.

He said he lost fifteen pounds
during Boys State. He was very
busy displaying his platform for
Governor.

His campaign did not include
talking to every single guy at Boys

State.

Rather, he explained his views to
a few close friends who went on to
express his views to more people.
By the word of mouth, his platform
was expressed.

Mitch’s campaign was based on
teamwork. He was a Nationalist,
and their slogan was “Roll with the
Nats!” They chanted this as they
handed out Tootsie Rolls. Later, the
party changed their slogan to “Flip
It to Win It.”

They wrote the names of all the
members running for an office in
the Nationalist party on the back of
their name tags so they can flip their
name tags to know who to vote for.
They encouraged everyone to do the
same.

Mitchell was not big into politics
before Boys State. Since then, he
has become more passionate about
them.

He remembers his bill for ND
Boys State was just some “hum-
drum” thing he wrote up about PE
class.

But for the National Boys State,
he spent much more time writing
up a bill about making it illegal for
protestors against military action to
use pictures of current or former ser-
vice men and women in their protest
without the former consent of their
family.

The Bill was one of roughly 20
bills to pass at National.

Mitchell is currently attending

On today's ballot...

Here are the names on the ballot for the 2009 Boys State statewide offices.

GOVEeINOT c.uueeereeeereeeeeeeasessnssones

Lt. GOVernor .......eeeeeeeeeeeeeenene.

Secretary of State...................

State Auditor..........ueeeeeeeueennee.

Atorney General........ccuueee.

Comm. of Agriculture...........

Supt. of Public Instruction

Public Service Commission

Truman State University in Missouri
to get a degree in Communication
and Political Science.

Once he graduates, Smette plans
to focus on speaking to the youth
about the fundamentals and impor-
tance of politics.

He does not wish to go into poli-
tics as a career, but mostly as a ser-
vice, expressing that politics is what
you make it and only through active
involvement in the process can it
actually work.

Mitch is a fun guy and is easy to
get along with.

His cares about the opinions of
those around him. These are just
a few outstanding qualities of the
Boys State Governor of 2008.

Dave Stebbins (F-New York) Bowman

George Niemi (N-Denver) Fargo

David Karaz (F- Denver) Fargo

Zachary Wellman (N-St. Louis) Fargo

Chris Dingle (F-Portland) Grand Forks

Daniel Nygaard (N-Denver) Crosby

Spencer Uetz (F-Seatle) Fargo

Troy Borowicz (N-Seatle) Jamestown

Landin Rognlin (F-New York) Fargo

Luke Lordemann (N-Seatle) Williston

Jason Jallo (F-Denver) Fordville

Craig Roll (N-Chicago) Mot

Brandon Weber (F-Portland) Thompson

Trevor Novak (N-Chicago) Kindred

Karl Holm (F-Portland) Cavalier

Mitchell Krauter (N-New York) Regent
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Boys State Word Finder
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Election
Debate

Denver

Words to find:
Boys State
Federalist

New York
Portland
Seattle

Bipartisanship

Platform

Nationalist
Wahpeton

Gubernatorial
Leadership

St Louis

North Dakota

American Legion

Caucus

Lieutenant Governor

Delegate
Patriot
Honor
House

Democracy
Service

Convention

Freedom
Rights

Government
Candidate
Baltimore
Chicago

Assembly
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Senate
Politics

Honolulu



Ginger 09!

George Niemi for governor
He'll be your lucky charm

Vote Nats!

Gov. George Neimi
Lt. Gov. Zachary Wellman
Attorney General Luke Lordemann
Ag Commissioner Craig Roll
Secretary of State Daniel Nygaard
Supt. of Public Instruction Trevor Novak
State Auditor Troy Borowicz
Pub. Svc. Commissioner Mitchell Krauter

What the Nats stand for?
Leadership
Responsibility
Fun




“Some people see things
as they are and say
‘why,” I dream things
that never were and
say, ‘why not.””

-Robert F. Kennedy

Nationalists
optimistic about
election outcome

By Jesse Plambeck

The Caucus of the Nationalists, led by Chairman Tyler Erickson,
selected Ben Heinle as clerk, and Jordan Satrom and Landon Avery
as the Sergeants at Arms (better described as the enforcers of the
Nationalist party).

The dynamic staff duo of Josh and Corey got the enthusiastic
Nationalists booming at the caucus.

In the Nationalists” heads it seems that sweeping the entire election
is a definite possibility.

Last year the Nationalists won all but 2 positions.

This year the Nationalists are hungry and they want to take the
whole cheese.

All of the potential governor candidates stressed being open to a
medley of ideas.

Communication seemed to be the x-factor in winning the nomina-
tion for governor.

While Brandon Lunge of Dickinson displayed his huge array of
accolades and accomplishments, George Niemi won over the national-
ists with his ability to relate to everyone in the room.

The Nationalist governor nominees were grilled with questions by
the opinionated members of the party. The questioning separated the
well informed from the less informed, emphasizing issues concerning
the state of North Dakota.
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Overview of
Friday’s awards

Each year, North Dakota Boys
State presents a number of awards
to delegates who have shown out-
standing effort in their participa-
tion.

Below is an overview of the
awards and the criteria used to
select the winners:

Arve Dahlen-Milt Rue Award -
A watch presented to the delegate
elected Governor.

Harry C. Edblom Award - A
trophy award made to the city
whose citizens show the best qual-
ities as measured by individual
conduct, attitude and achievement.

Harold Piper Award — Made
to the city whose government is
judged to be most efficient and
progressive on the basis of the
work accomplished by the officials
and citizens of the city.

A.D. MacKinnon Award -
Presented to the county judged
best on the basis of governmental
achievement.

LeRoy Pease Memorial Award
and the M.B. Zimmerman Award
— An expense-paid trip to Boys
Nation in Washington, D.C.
Presented to two citizens of Boys
State who exemplify the high-
est type of citizenship during the
week.

John K. Kennelly Memorial
Award - To the citizen of Boys
State judged on leadership, coop-
eration, in striving to attain the
objectives of Boys State for himself
and his fellow citizens, will be
awarded a $100 savings bond.

Jack Williams Trophy - To
the city at Boys State achieving
athletic excellence based upon

competition, sportsmanship and
participation.

Pancratz-Morris Award —
Presented to the citizen of North
Dakota Boys State who exempli-
fies character, contribution to the
program, self-control, conduct and
cooperation while working with
the Boys State Judicial system.

David A. Wolf Memorial
Award - Presented to the out-
standing city counselor who
strives to have his city excel and
stand out during the week of Boys
States.

Marcus L. McDonald Memorial
Award - This award is given to
the President Pro Tempore of
the Senate as recognition of that
achievement by his peers. The
award consists of an engraved tro-
phy.
North Dakota State College
of Science Scholarship — Two
scholarships of $500 each. All
elected state officials are eligible.
Recipients for this award are
selected after the end of the pro-
gram.

Kirk Smith Award — This
award is given to the outstand-
ing NoKoBoTa staff member. The
award consists of a pen.

Emergency Management
Award — Presented to the local
government for outstanding
response to the emergency opera-
tions exercise. Selection is made
by the Emergency Management
officials.

All delegates who complete
Boys State are entered in Who's
Who of National High School
Students.

“Real patriots

ask questions.”

—CARL SAGAN






