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By Alec Hepper
The inauguration of the six 

newly elected Boys State officials 
was held at the Stern Cultural 
Center on Tuesday night. 

The event started with speeches 
by North Dakota Lieutenant 
Gov. Drew Wrigley and Legion 
Commander Larry Vetter.

Both stressed the importance of 
making the best of the Boys State 
opportunity and being a leader in 
years to come.

Following those speeches, Judge 
Kirk Smith spoke about his experi-
ences as Boys State Governor, and 
the background of other former 
Governors in attendance.

Smith also talked about Legion 
member Harold Bruschwein, a 
survivor of the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor.

Bruschwein was in the army at 

the time and was in an anti-sabo-
tage formation at the time of the 
attack.

Smith finished by stressing the 
importance in putting faith in 
God, and always relying on him in 
times of need.

Following his speech, Smith lead 
the Gubernatorial Inauguration. 

Christopher Seaver 
(F-Honolulu), Rugby, Vladimir 
Kutka (F-Seattle), Dickinson, 
Joshua Roesler (N-Seattle), 
Casselton, Justin Zahradka 
(F-Denver), Lawton, and Logan 
Ferry (N-Seattle) of Manvel were 
the first to be inaugurated.

2010 Boys State governor Joe 
Burgum gave a speech about his 
Boys State experience, what it was 
like to be governor, and the impor-
tance of making the most of the 
Boys State experience.

Following Burgum’s speech was 

the inauguration of newly elected 
Boys State governor Garret Fraser 
(F-Chicago), Walhalla. 

Fraser confidently took the oath 
into office, and proceeded with 

a speech about his appreciation 
for the staff and fellow delegates 
at Boys State, his experience so 
far, and his hope for the future of 
North Dakota. 

Boys state elected officials are sworn in by Judge Kirk Smith. Joshua Roesler 
(N-Seattle), Casselton, Loan Ferry (N-Seattle), Manvel, Vladimir Kutka (F-Seattle), 
Dickinson, Justin Zahradka (F-Denver), Lawton, sworn in by Judge Kirk Smith 
[Photo: Andrew Kawasaki]

Elected officials sworn in Tuesday night

By Alex Alt
On Wednesday, delegates partic-

ipated in DEM exercises, learning 
to deal with situations including 
gas explosions and thunderstorms.

Each county assigned positions 
to members, including mayor, 
public information officer, police 
chief and fire chief.

Each county also had limited 
resources for any emergency.

After lunch, counties were 
presented with emergencies and 
instructed how to handle them. 

For example, Hamilton County 
experienced a bridge collapse 
while a bus full of fifth grad-
ers tried to cross. The students 

escaped with only minor injuries.
Jackson County experienced a 

drought and a tornado simultane-
ously. 

Lincoln County had a wildfire 
spread throughout the region.

Throughout the exercise, cities 
considered the problem, looked at 
options, and submited a decision.

This process was ongoing 
because an occasional update 
would present a new variable and 
require a change of plans. 

“We handled it well” said Tom 
Bergren of Hamilton County.

“Everybody responded to every-
thing well. Nobody was confused 
on what to do.”

Delegates at the emergency operations center receive instructions on how 
to respond to disasters.	 [Photo: Gabriel Feijó]

Delegates step up as disasters strike Boys State cities
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Denver
By Clay Heinley

The City of Denver has accom-
plished a lot these last few days.

Our boy JZ has been elected as 
secretary of state.

He will fit the job and will never 
disappoint.

We had choir practice yesterday, 
and survived off of fuzzy birds in 
Dixie cups.

We now know the difference 
between a family pack and a value 
pack. 

Portland 
By AP “Associated Portland”

What a day to be in Portland!
Better yet, we went down to the 

beach and met some classy women 
from Maxim who were doing a 
photo shoot at Portland Beach.

Honolulu couldn’t keep them 
entertained and creeped the girls 
out.

So after sending us gifts for our 
theme, they gave us gorgeous 
posters, said good-bye, and wished 
us luck.

Honolulu
By Chance Baesler

Honolulu started out stronger 
today in elections.

Chris Seaver was elected along 
with Garret F. Sports were success-
ful and uneventful.

Basketball lost both games, foot-
ball’s going strong ( 1 and 1), and 
ultimate Frisbee was impressive (1 
and 0) over St. Louis.

We are looking forward to the 
complete destruction of Chicago! 

Speaking of Chicago, CHANGE 
THE CHANT! 

Chicago
By Cameron Bush 

Chicago awoke on the third 

morning to its usual ritual, only it 
wasn’t usual.

The whole city wrote five lines 
stating that we would be better 
than Portland.

During breakfast, the town loud-
mouth (not to mention any names) 
was a loud mouth.

There were also funnies made.
Instead of the flag ceremony, 

which everyone enjoys so much, 
it was off to the Stern Cultural 
Center after breakfast.

Once again, it was raining at 
Boys State! I will finish with a 
quote from the town loud mouth. 
“We need a zoo keeper!”

St. Louis
By Alex Alt

Greetings from St. Louis, 
We are proud to announce that 

we beat Chicago as the cleanest 
city.

Our next plan is to completely 
dominate on Thursday! 

WE ROCK!!!

Seattle 
By Vladimir’s thoughts as inter-
preted by Logan Ferry

(The following must be read in a 
Russian accent.)

Dear Motherland,
I have begun the penetration of 

the innards.
I am now a state official and 

the Communist movement is still 
intact and soon Wahpeton (what 
an ugly name) will be renamed 
Vladingrad.

Also the big kitty has been 
prowling around my compound.

I want much for him to not find 
my big red button.

I have dropped the iron curtain 
by pushing my green button.

In other news, the city of Seattle 
does as it does still today.

Vlad – over and out.

City News
By Josh Haugen & Alec Hepper

The Boys State Senate held 
its first meeting on Wednesday, 
electing officials and beginning to 
review bills.

The meeting started off with the 
election of the pro tem, who is the 
overseer of activity in the Senate.

Sen. Zach Knutson (N-Seattle), 
Minot, was elected to the position. 
“I promise not to let you down” 
Knutson said.

Next was the election of major-
ity and minority leaders, as well as 
the party whips.

The Nationalist Party took the 
majority in the Senate.

The Nationalists elected Sen. 
Nathan Linstad (Portland), Inkster, 
as majority leader and Sen. Isaiah 
Hylden (St. Louis), Park River, as 
majority whip.

The Federalists followed by 
electing Sen. Josh Stenhjem 
(Chicago), Fargo, as minority 
leader and Sen. Ethan Reinertson 
(Seattle), Forman, as minority 
whip.

Sen. Knutson, president pro 
tem, Sen. Garett Heim (N-St. 
Louis), Harwood, as clerk of the 
Senate, and Sen. Sean Nelson 
(F-Portland), Lisbon, was appoint-
ed sargent at arms.

Later that afternoon, the sena-
tors met again to debate bills 
presented before the senate, and 
whether or not to pass them.

At first the Senate had trouble 
conducting the meeting accord-
ing to protocol, but as the meeting 
went on they eventually became 
more comfortable with the proper 
format.

The topics of the bills that were 
presented to the Senate but even-
tually killed included lowering 
oil prices in the state, teaching the 
theory of intelligent design and 
the theory of evolution together 

in schools, and tax deductions for 
multiple hours of community ser-
vice.

One of the most controver-
sial topics was a bill designed to 
strengthen the severity of the con-
sequences of underage drinking. 

The bill suggested that the 
length of suspension from extra-
curricular activities in school be 
extended from 6 weeks to the 
whole school year.

After debating for nearly 20 
minutes, the bill passed by one 
vote.

After the House and Senate 
finished their meetings the two 
branches joined for Governor 
Garret Fraser’s State of the State 
speech.

In the speech, Fraser proposed 
his new budget.

Fraser wants to use the surplus 
on programs that need the help, 
and not where the programs are 
successful.

Fraser’s additional plans are to 
cut funding to programs that be 
says do need the money, such as 
the Health and Human Services 
department, and move those funds 
to programs that need the money, 
such as the Transportation and 
Public Safety departments.

Fraser said that he wants to 
keep the number of oil rigs down 
so that there will not be as big of a 
profit drop when the oil runs out.

Fraser also covered the frequent-
ly touched upon flood issue.

He said the possibility of an out-
let from Devils Lake could be used 
to power a hydroelectric power 
plant, and he discussed the need 
for a permanent dike system.

Senate off to  
a rocky start


