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By Matt Schumacher
The Federalist Party nominated 

Garret Fraser (Chicago) Walhalla, 
to be its candidate for governor 
Monday morning, a decision made 
after nearly an hour of speeches 
and questioning. 

Fraser managed to edge out can-
didates Chris Seaver (Honolulu), 
Rugby, and John Henry Woodward 
(Seattle), Northwood, winning 
over votes with his experience 
in leadership positions as a class 
president and co-captain of the 
football team.

Fraser says that he doesn’t fit the 
mold of his position.

“I would like to break the ste-
reotype that big officials are from 
big towns,” Fraser said after his 
nomination.

In being selected the Federalist 
candidate, he did just that.

Fraser is from Walhalla, N. D., 
a town with a population of 1,100 
people. 

His high school class consists 
of 21 students. However, Fraser 

By Alex Alt
The Nationalist party nominated 

Zachary Knutson as its candidate 
for governor.

His strong stance on the issues 
he talked about led him to a strong 
victory.

“I’m excited and I hope to serve 
my party as well as the people” 
Knutson said. 

Knutson, along with Beau 
Cummings and Talon Peterson, ran 
for the Nationalist endorsement.

Each got up and gave a short 
speech as to why they want to be 
governor and took questions from 

the audience. 
“I feel I would be a good gover-

nor because I listen to people. I’m 
willing to hear ideas from anyone. 
If someone’s idea is better than 
mine I’m willing to accept that” 
Knutson said.

He also took a stand on issues 
that mattered to him. Issues he dis-
cussed ranged from teachers pay 
to taxes.

Knutson was optimistic going 
into the debate. “I hope it will be 
a great leading experience, and 
I hope to learn a little something 
from everyone,” Knutson said.

Fraser, Knutson to run for gov’s seat
used his humble beginnings to his 
advantage, explaining that living 
in such a small town has allowed 
him to encounter and experience 
many situations and positions that 
most other candidate have not. 

It has also motivated him in his 
decision to run for governor. “I 
want to voice the opinions of small 
town people whose opinions aren’t 
always heard,” he said.

Aside from his past experience 
with leadership, Fraser won over 
votes through his stances on the 
two main issues discussed in the 
Federalist Party State Convention: 
flooding and oil. 

Fraser sees flooding to be the 
main issue throughout the state, 
and has taken a stance towards 
permanent flood protection. 

“I would like to see more per-
manent dikes instead of year after 
year spending money and effort 
in the same areas doing the same 
things,” he said.

See Fraser, p. 4

Fraser does not fit the stereotype

Candidates on today’s ballot
Governor/Lt. Governor............................... F-Garret Fraser / Chris Seaver
	 N-Zachary Knutson / Beau Cummings
Secretary of State............................................................... F-Justin Zahradka
	 N-Isaiah Hylden
Attorney General................................................................ F-Vladimir Kutka
	 N-Taylor Tollefson
Commissioner of Agriculture...............................................F-Tyler Mahrer
	 N-Logan Ferry
Supt. of Public Instruction................................................F-Jordan Grumbo
	 N-Joshua Roesler

Knutson will focus on listening



p. 4

Arnold falls short in bid 
as independent candidate
By Matt Schumacher

Jeremija Arnold (F-Portland), 
Bismarck, was not nominated 
to represent a party as a guber-
natorial candidate, but that did 
not deter him from pursuing the 
highest office at Boys State. 

At approximately 12:30 p.m. 
Monday, Arnold approached 
Assistant Dean of Counselors for 
Government Mark Western in 
hopes of running as an indepen-
dent candidate for governor. 

Western required that a peti-
tion with 85 signatures be sub-
mitted by 1 p.m. for Arnold to 
qualify for the election.

At 2 p.m., Arnold handed in 

two sheets of paper with 76 sig-
natures of Boys State delegates. 
Unfortunately, this was both an 
hour late and nine signatures 
short.

The petition was also disquali-
fied because it gave no informa-
tion as to what the signatures 
were for or against.

Some delegates who had 
signed the paper said that they 
hadn’t known exactly what it was 
they were signing as well.

Despite Arnold’s acquisition of 
76 signatures, more than 80% of 
Boys State delegates, his proposal 
to run as an independent was 
denied by Boys State staff.

Fraser – from p. 1
As for oil, Fraser sees the sur-

plus of money to be a good thing if 
used wisely.

If elected, he plans to be con-
servative with the extra money, 
placing extra caution on where 
and how much is spent, and mak-
ing every effort possible to save 
instead of spend. 

He does, however, aim to spend 
some of it on permanent flood pro-
tection.

“I want to put it towards build-
ing more permanent dikes in flood 
areas,” Fraser said. 

Through the gubernatorial 
debates, Fraser hopes his unique 
small town views and friendly, 
social personality can set him 
apart from opposing Nationalist 
candidate Zachary Knutson and 
perhaps win him the governor 
position he aims for. 

Nats focus 
on taxation 
issues
By Grant Christianson

Gubernatorial hopefuls Beau 
Cummings (Honolulu) of Jackson 
County, Talon Petersen (Chicago) 
of Hamilton County, and Zach 
Knutson (Seattle) of Lincoln County 
presented their stances and respond-
ed to questions at the Nationalist 
Convention Monday. 

Cummings held true to his con-
servative platform established in 
the caucus, initially vying for lower 
taxes. He focused on expansion of 
alternative energy in the state and 
noted the tremendous potential of 
North Dakota as the “Saudi Arabia 
of wind.” 

Cummings stressed that certain 
monetary sacrifices are necessary, 
including in higher education. He 
was a proponent of increased teach-
er salaries, which he said will lead to 
higher quality education. 

Petersen established a basis of 
teamwork in education and renew-
able energy. He cited the need to be 
efficient and economical in pursuing 
oil. He said the UND mascot  should 
be maintained. 

Knutson rallied the convention 
with his “Get jacked for Zach” slo-
gan. He commented on the current 
condition of healthcare and raised 
the specter of nationalized medicine, 
which he believes is a violation of 
the Constitution. 

He said more should be done 
with the natural resources of the 
state. He believes smarter farming 
and mining would preserve the 
state’s economy for years to come.

Knutson also called for equality to 
taxpayers, proposing a flat rate tax 
instituted slowly or a toll-booth sys-
tem. “We have a surplus, we could 
lower taxes,” he said. 

After heated questioning, can-
didates were dismissed and voting 
began. Knutson took the majority 
and returned to the convention in 
raucous applause. “I will promise 
not to let you down and will give 
this my best effort,” he said. 

Federalists focus on flooding
By Josh Haugen

Monday’s Federalist proceed-
ings started with the caucuses of 
Hamilton, Jackson, and Lincoln 
counties selecting their nomina-
tions for governor, secretary of 
state, attorney general, agricul-
tural commissioner, and superin-
tendent of public instruction.

These nominations went on to 
the Federalist convention where 
they were narrowed down and 
now await the voter’s choices.

Garret Fraser (Chicago), 
Walhalla, swayed voters into 
choosing him over Chris Seaver 
(Honolulu), Rugby, and John 
Henry Woodward (Seattle), 
Northwood, with his experience 
in leading a group.

Fraser is the coach of a tee-ball 
team, captain of the North Border 
High School football team, and 
owns his own mowing business.

The main concern of the 
Federalist Party was centered on 
the statewide flooding and what 
the candidate would do when 
confronted with that problem.

Fraser responded by summa-
rizing his experience with the 
flood and that many of his family 
members were “riding on hoods 
and pick-up beds just to get out of 
their homes.”

His solution would be to build 
permanent dikes that would 
staunch the flow of the water 
from taking over citizen’s homes.

Following the selection of gov-
ernor was the selection of the sec-
retary of state candidate.

Justin Zahradka (Denver), 
Lawton, beat out Diedrich Harms 
(Chicago), Bismarck, and Ethan 
Reinertson (Seattle), Forman, for 
the nomination.

Zahradka won voters over with 
what some would call a long-
winded speech.

Although over his time limit, 
he covered the issues that vot-
ers were unsure of and won the 
Federalists nomination.

Positions still needed to be 
voted on after the NoKoBoTa dead-
line were attorney general, agri-
cultural commissioner, and super-
intendent of public instruction.

Federalist candidates for the 
attorney general nomination 
were Josh Stenhjem (Chicago), 
Fargo, Collin Hanson (Denver), 
Sheyenne, and Vladimir Kutka 
(Seattle), Dickinson.

Possible agricultural com-
missioner candidates from the 
Federalist party included Dalton 
Herding (Chicago), Hankinson, 
Tyler Mahrer (Honolulu), Forman, 
and Alek Berg (Seattle), Walhalla.

Federalist hopefuls for super-
intendent of public instruc-
tion included Travis Blake (St. 
Louis), Cando, Garrett Skorheim 
(Denver), Adams, and Jordan 
Grumbo (Portland), Lidgerwood.






